CHAPTER   1
had come to see father.
JL Belle had done something that could not be
told even to auntie; Blanche felt In every hair of
her that it was something shocking.
The last time the priest came to see father was
when Rosa had stolen the horse and cart out of the
Christmas basket; there was always a basket In the
church at Christmas to collect toys for the poor
children. In those days the Lemarchants were so
poor that really they should have had some of the
toys3 but that auntie would not allow. Belle and
Rosa used to walk the streets at Christmas-time
looking In the shop windows3 yearning over their
beauty^ for they had no proper presents themselves
until Rosa5 tempted beyond endurance^ took the
horse and the cart,
She had been like that from a child3 soft and
easy to manage until her heart was set on some-
thing, and then Implacable, almost nithlesss more
like Belle than Rosa. She knew that It was wicked
to steal, she felt it acutely* yet she had no compunc-
tion In stealing to get the horse and cart. When
auntie said, "You must tell 'Father Ghezzi you're
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